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has befallen me/* he wrote to his mistress, " the
sudden death of the Prince. They have poisoned
him, the miscreants ... a wicked woman is
a dangerous beast," yet, he added, he lamented
rather what his cousin ought to have been to him,
than what he had been. He had discovered a new
plot to take his own life. These murderers were all
Papists, and he hoped that Corisande would abandon
a religion which brought forth such fruits. To his
Chaplain he wrote: " What a miserable age this is,
which produces monsters who, though assassins,
think to be held men of honour and virtue."

Though the Assembly at La Rochelle passed some
useful measures, it was by no means to the taste of
the Protector of the Churches. He bore with char-
acteristic patience the exhortations of the ministers
that he should amend the irregularities of his private
life ; but he warmly resented the criticism of his
public policy, and the proposal of some to place
the French Protestants under the protection of the
Elector Palatine: and did not conceal his displeasure
at the appointment of a permanent Council consist-
ing of princes and nobles and of representatives of
the general and provincial synods. " If there is to
be another meeting," he complained, " I shall go
stark mad. But, thank God, all is ended and well
ended."

The Assembly had scarcely dispersed, and Henry
was collecting his troops for a winter campaign,
when the news came of the assassination of Guise.
Although Aubign6 professes that the Huguenot gen-
try loudly lamented the treachery of which he had